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a beautiful inheritance.” Psalm 16:5-6 (ESV)

Membership Class 
Mountain 
Community 
Fellowship 



	

Membership Sess ion One
Session 1

1.1 What we believe about the Bible

The Word of  God is everything. to 
the church.  Without it, we are simply 
an organization, but with it, we are the 
center and focus of  God’s work on the 
Earth.  Without the Word, we are 
without hope, but with it, we have the 
only means of  salvation.  Without the 
Word of  God, we are left to struggle 
along finding a way to do what we think 
is best.  With the Word of  God, we can 
live in assurance that there is a path of  
obedience to the Lord.  

With the Word of  God we can 
trust that right and wrong can be clearly 
defined.  We can trust that God is who 
He says He is.  We can trust that God 
has done, is doing, and will do what He 
has promised.  

Because of  God’s Word we know 
about God’s loving pursuit of  us since 
Adam’s fall in the garden.  We know 
that God has made a people for 
Himself.  We know that He will go to 
any length to save His  people, even if  it 
means the death of  His Son.

Through God’s Word we learn 
who God is.  We learn His 
lovingkindness, His just nature, His 
triune being as the Father, Spirit, and 
Son,  His infinite goodness, His 
awesome power, His sovereign lordship, 
His merciful heart, His joy-loving 
countenance, and His loving heart for 
sinners.

Our doctrinal statement reveals 
that we believe that, “The Scriptures of  
the Old and New Testament were given 
by inspiration of  God, and are the only 
sufficient, certain and authoritative rule 
of  all saving knowledge, faith and 
obedience.”  However, as James reminds 

us, “faith without works is useless”.  It is 
for that reason that our belief  in the 
sufficiency and authority of  the Bible 
play the most important role in the life 
of  Mountain Community Fellowship.  

As will be discussed in this first 
section on the Word of  God, we believe 
the Word of  God to contain no errors, 
but to be perfect and without error in its 
original manuscripts.  We believe the 
Scriptures to be divinely inspired, but 
perhaps more importantly, we believe 
the Bible to be authoritative.  That 
means that we believe in doing the 
things the Bible says to do, the way the 
Bible says to do it.  

This accounts for the unique 
nature of  Mountain Community 
Fellowship as a church, and why we do 
what we do.  

The question:
As you consider God’s call upon 

your life, and your potential 
membership at Mountain Community 
Fellowship, ask yourself, “Am I willing to 
join with this church to live under the 
authority of  God’s Word, trusting in it 
for all things?”  If  you answer yes to this 
question, then please join us as we 
consider how The Word of  God directs 
God’s church to perform it’s mission for 
the glory of  God.

THE WORD OF 
GOD
SESSION 1

1.1
WHAT WE BELIEVE 
ABOUT THE BIBLE
The Word of God is central to all 
we do at Mountain Community 
Fellowship.  As we begin, we 
would like to give you an idea of 
what we think about the Bible.

1.2
STATEMENTS
These statements will serve to 
describe how we approach the 
Word of God.

1.3
PRACTICE
The Bible is not only infallible 
(without error), but authoritative.  
In this section, we discuss how 
this plays out at Mountain 
Community Fellowship

1.4
TESTIMONY
Here our elders share how The 
Word has shaped us as a people, 
and your role in the process.

THE WORD	
 SESSION 1

“How does God reveal what has to be revealed 
in order that we may know him?  By verbal 
communication from Himself.” 
- J.I. Packer
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“The Scriptures of  the Old and New Testament were given by 

inspiration of  God, and are the only sufficient, certain and authoritative rule 

of  all saving knowledge, faith and obedience.” 

Go ____________ by Going___________.

“Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, 
perseverance, 11 persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of  them all the Lord 
rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. 14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood 
you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so 
that the man of  God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 
3:10-17 (ESV)

Live_______ and Not _______.

Or was it from you that the word of  God came? Or are you the only ones it has 
reached? If  anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that 
the things I am writing to you are a command of  the Lord. If  anyone does not 
recognize this, he is not recognized.” 1 Corinthians 14:36-38 (ESV)

_______ God Work __________His Word
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 

all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.”  2 Corinthians 9:8 (ESV)

Develop a __________ Perspective.

For am I now seeking the approval of  man, or of  God? Or am I trying to please 
man? If  I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of  Christ.  Galatians 
1:10 (ESV)

Know __________, Know _____________

For the word of  the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of  God. For it is written,       

 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise,
  and the discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.”
 
 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of  the world? For since, in the wisdom of  
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe. 1 Corinthians 1:18-21 (ESV)

THE WORD	
 SESSION 1, 1.2



	

Why does the way you teach the Bible matter?

1. What you believe about the Bible, you believe about __________________________.

John 1:14 says, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his gory, glory as of  the only 

Son from the Father, full of  grace and truth.

2.  The way you teach the Bible teaches what you believe about _______________.  See diagram 1.1

“Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, but happy is he who keeps the law.” Proverbs 29:18

	 The Bible provides the _______________________ .

“To the law and to the testimony!  If  they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.” 

Isaiah 8:20

	 Without the Bible we are _________________________.

“He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge 

him at the last day.” John 12:48

	 The Bible is the measure by which all men _________________________.

“But even if  we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to 

you, he is to be accursed!” Galatians 1:8

	 The Bible, and _______________________ is the only place where you will find the saving 

message of  Jesus Christ.

“For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of  God which you heard from us, 

you accepted it not as the word of  men, but for what it really is, the word of  God, which also performs its work in 

you who believe.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13

	 To receive the Bible as ____________________ is the only way for the Bible to be the Bible!

OUR PRACTICE
TEACHING AND PREACHING THE BIBLE
At Mountain Community Fellowship we believe in the 
systematic teaching of the Holy Scriptures.  That means 
that the regular practice of our pastors is to teach 
through a portion of Scripture, which usually consists 
of a book of the Old or New Testaments.  We believe 
this is important for the following reasons:

1.  It helps us to not avoid ______________that 
people deal with in real life.

2. It helps us to better understand 
_______________________.

3. It helps develop __________________among 
church members.

4.  It helps the church to be led by 
__________________and not simply the whims 
of the pastoral staff.

THE WORD	
 SESSION 1, 1.3

Diagram 1.1



	

Christians worship God, not the Bible.  But the Bible informs us of  who God is and how he is to be worshiped 
and is therefore essential to our worship.  As a result we come to the Bible for transformation, not just for 
information.  As the same Holy Spirit who inspired the Scriptures illuminates our understanding, we deeply 
enjoy our new life guided by our new wisdom of  Scripture and our new power from the Holy Spirit, 
delighting in our new gift of  repentance as part of  God’s kingdom people together on mission in the world for 
Jesus. In summary, we agree with Martin Luther, who affirmed, “When the Scripture speaks, God speaks.” Mark 
Driscoll and Gerry Breshears, Doctrine, pgs. 75-76. 

How the Word of God has changed a church:

Elder discussion and Q and A

THE WORD	
 SESSION 1, 1.4



	

Membership Sess ion  Two
Session 2

2.1  What We Believe About the 
People of God

The People of  God are ultimately 
a product of  God’s work.  God calls, 
God saves, and God uses us for our 
good and His glory.  Ultimately, 
Mountain Community Fellowship is a 
work of  God achieved by His grace and 
for His glory.  

In this section, it is our hope that 
you will be exposed to the stories of  our 
people, and how God has indeed called 
us to be a “peculiar people”.   Mountain 
Community Fellowship is a diverse 
family, composed of  people from 
different backgrounds, joined together 
in a shared love for people and the 
Lord.  

We are a people of  His Word.  
Though like all Christians we struggle 
constantly to maintain our faithfulness 
to His Word, we have joined together as 
a faith family to live as faithfully as we 
can under the gracious authority of  our 
Lord.  This often means that we do 
things differently than other Christian 
churches.  But then again, as you will 
soon discover, that is exactly why we are 
here.

We are a people of  His mission.  At 
Mountain Community Fellowship we 
believe that Jesus blesses people so that 
they can be a blessing.  At Mountain 
Community Fellowship it is not 
uncommon to find members opening 
their homes to others, giving 
anonymously and generously to good 
causes, and going out of  their comfort 
zones to bless other people.  As a church 
we believe in God’s great commission - 
to take the saving message of  the Gospel 
to all nations : starting in Paintsville to 
the ends of  the Earth.  We also believe 

that this is a calling  Jesus gave to all of  
His disciples, and not to a precious 
trained few.  

We are a people who live 
worshipfully.  As a church, the highlight 
of  our week is our Sunday celebration.  
However, this is only fuel for the real 
worship that goes on in our daily lives.  
At Mountain Community Fellowship we 
teach and try to live as if  there is no 
dividing line between “real life” and 
“faith”.  Instead, our goal is to be real 
about living our faith 24/7.  

As a church, we aren’t big on 
programs because Jesus didn’t have a 
programs.  He has A PROGRAM.  
Jesus expected His disciples to live lives 
totally dedicated to Him.  That was His 
program.  That is the program we invite 
you to enroll in, and hang on for the 
ride!

THE PEOPLE OF 
GOD
SESSION 2

2.1
WHO WE ARE

2.2
STATEMENTS
These statements will serve to 
describe what we believe about 
being the people of God.

2.3
PRACTICE
What we believe about the 
church affects our practice as a 
church.  Here we will examine 
the differences and why they are 
there. 

2.4
TESTIMONY
Here our elders share how 
Mountain Community Fellowship 
began and what God has done to 
form and mold us as a church.

THE PEOPLE	
 SESSION 2

How 15-35 yr. old Americans view the 
church:
91% anti-homosexual
87% judgmental
85% hypocritical
78% old fashioned
75% too involved in politics
72% out of  touch with reality
70% insensitive to others
68% boring
Asked what they thought of  Jesus, over 90% 
say they “respect him”.

David Kinnaman, UnChristian
Dan Kimball, They Like Jesus but Not 
the Church.
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“The Lord Jesus is the head of  the Church, which is composed of  all 

His true disciples, and in Him is invested supremely all power for its 

government. According to His commandment, Christians are to associate 

themselves into particular societies or churches; and to each of  these churches 

He hath given needful authority for administering that order, discipline and 

worship which He hath appointed. The regular officers of  a Church are 

Elders, and Deacons.” 

The Church is a________________ .
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of  bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42 (ESV)

The Church is a _________________ .
“Finally, all of  you, have unity of  mind, sympathy, brotherly love, and tender 

heart, and a humble mind.” 1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)

The Church is a ________________.
”Now you are the body of  Christ and individually members of  it.” 1 Corinthians 

12:27 (ESV)

The Church is a________________.
The Lord Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own 

know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life 
for the sheep.” John 10:14-15 (ESV)

The Church: _________________ not 
________________________.

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of  ministry, for building up the body of  
Christ,”  Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV)

__________________ your church Mountain Community Fellowship believes that the biblical standard for giving is 
10% (greek/tithe), and that these funds are to be used for the faithful evangelistic 
ministry of  the church.

THE PEOPLE OF GOD	
 SESSION 2, 2.2



	

What we believe about being the people of  God?

1. The New Testament presents a new ___________________.

Jesus said 52 times in the Gospels that being a disciple means following Him.

	

2.  Jesus gave _________________________.

“Go therefore and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  and behold, I am with you always, even 

to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)

	 Jesus said to ____________.

Traditionally we think “going” is going to the other side of  the world, but Jesus wants us to practice making 

disciples “as we go” as well.

	 Jesus said to ______________________.

Making disciples involves two things:

	 teaching them to observe Jesus commands

	 baptizing people in the name of  the Trinity

3.  We believe in God’s people being ____________ and not developing mission _________________.

The secret of  the church is the ____________, not the __________________.

The new testament word for church is “ekklesia”, meaning “the called out ones”.

OUR PRACTICE
THE PEOPLE OF GOD

1.  We don’t vote on ________________things.

A good structure downplays ________________

Voting __________, and is _______________.

2. Mountain Community operates on the basis of 
biblical _____________, not _______________.

3. Mountain Community Fellowship’s structure is 
simple so that we can minimize ____________ and 
maximize ________________.

4.  We don’t have many programs because programs 
take the place of ______________.

5.  Mountain Community believes in the biblical 
teaching that church members ______________

THE PEOPLE OF GOD	
 SESSION 2, 2.3



	

Testimony:
The origins of  Mountain Community Fellowship

Elder discussion and Q and A

THE PEOPLE OF GOD	
 SESSION 2, 2.4



	

Membership Sess ion Three
Session3

3.1 What we believe about the 
Gospel, Doctrine, and the Sacraments

A great error of  today’s church is 
echoed in the maxim, “doctrine divides, 
but Christ unites.”  The problem with 
this type of  thinking is that Christ 
Himself  rejected it!  At Mountain 
Community Fellowship we want to line 
up together behind doctrine which is 
biblical, strong, and encouraging.  We 
don’t want to line up behind anybody’s 
view of  who Jesus is, but who the Bible 
says He is.  

Be honest.  You probably don’t 
think of  yourself  as a theologian and 
you may not even know what that is, but 
you still do theology.  You may even be 
quietly dreading this session, but take 
heart.  You really are interested in this 
stuff !  You see, everything you believe 
about God is theological.  

We are theological beings.  When 
we turn to God in the midst of  trials - 
we are practicing theology.  When we 
shout to God as we listen to our favorite 
praise song on the radio - we are 
practicing theology.  Even when we 
reject the leading of  the Holy Spirit in 
our lives, we are practicing bad 
theology.  But we still practice theology  
If  all of  the Earth is God’s and He is 
indeed sovereign, that means that 
everything is theological.  

The central truth of  all of  this is 
that our beliefs drive our practices.  
What we believe about something 
determines what we do about it, or what 
we don’t do about it.  That is why good 
theology is not just important, but it is 
critical.  

We want you to believe right 
things.  That statement alone would 
draw criticism in some circles because 

what we are saying is that we genuinely 
do know that we believe the right things. 
This is not because we have figured 
them out, but because God tell us 
through His Word.  Just as the familiar 
refrain goes, “Jesus loves me this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so.”  That is a 
profound, right, and wonderful 
theological statement.

At the center of  the message of  the 
Bible is the Gospel of  Jesus.  The “good 
news about good things” (Romans 10) is 
that God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ 
has secured redemption for sinful men 
and women.  This is the crowning 
achievement of  the Lord, and the center 
focus from Genesis to Revelation.  What 
a church believes about the Gospel 
makes or breaks that church.  Therefore 
we will  delve into that most important 
“good news”.

Flowing from the Bible is doctrine.  
Doctrine is essentially what a church 
believes about the teachings of  God’s 
Word.  We will spend a short time 
examining the doctrine of  Mountain 
Community Fellowship and discussing 
how it relates to us as a people.

Finally, we will examine the 
commands of  the Lord Jesus Christ and 
discuss how the sacraments of  the 
Lord’s Supper and Baptism serve as 
encouraging pictures of  the Gospel at 
work in the life of  the church.

THE GOSPEL, 
DOCTRINE, AND 
SACRAMENTS
SESSION 3

3.1
WHAT WE BELIEVE 
ABOUT THE GOSPEL, 
DOCTRINE, AND 
SACRAMENTS

3.2
STATEMENTS
These statements will serve to 
describe how we approach the 
Word of God.

3.3
PRACTICE
How our doctrine determines 
our practice.

3.4
TESTIMONY

THE GOSPEL,  DOCTRINE,  AND THE SACRAMENTS	
 SESSION 3



	

The Gospel

Mountain Community Fellowship 
Membership Class

“Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of  God, is the divinely appointed 

mediator between God and man. Having taken upon Himself  human nature, 

yet without sin, He perfectly fulfilled the law; suffered and died upon the cross 

for the salvation of  sinners. He was buried, and rose again the third day, and 

ascended to His Father, at whose right hand He ever liveth to make 

intercession for His people. He is the only Mediator, the Prophet, Priest and 

King of  the Church, and Sovereign of  the Universe.” 

1. God

God is both sovereign ________________ 

and righteous______________.

“You are the Lord, you alone.  You have made heaven, the heaven of  heavens, 
with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and 
you preserve all of  them; and the host of  heaven worships you.” Nehemiah 9:6 (ESV)

2. Man 

Man was created by God 
_______________ but through sin 

became ______________ from God’s 
holy and satisfying presence.

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of  God he created him; ale 
and female he created them.” Genesis 1:27 (ESV)

“For all have sinned and fallen short of  the glory of  God.” Romans 3:23 (ESV)

3. Christ

Christ’s death was the _______________ 

__________________ of the penalty that 
we deserved for our sin and rebellion.

“All we like sheep have gone astray, each one of  us has turned to his own way; but 
the Lord has caused the iniquity of  us all to fall on Him.” Isaiah 53:6

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the son 
will not see life, but the wrath of  God abides on him.” John 3:36

4. Response

The response that God requires is 
___________________________

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the Gospel.” Mark 1:15

“Thus it is written, that Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third 
day, and that repentance for forgiveness of  sins would be proclaimed in His name to all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” Luke 24:46-47 

THE GOSPEL, DOCTRINE,  AND THE SACRAMENTS	
 SESSION 3, 3.2
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“Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of  God, is the divinely appointed 

mediator between God and man. Having taken upon Himself  human nature, 

yet without sin, He perfectly fulfilled the law; suffered and died upon the cross 

for the salvation of  sinners. He was buried, and rose again the third day, and 

ascended to His Father, at whose right hand He ever liveth to make 

intercession for His people. He is the only Mediator, the Prophet, Priest and 

King of  the Church, and Sovereign of  the Universe.” 

THE GOSPEL, DOCTRINE,  AND THE SACRAMENTS	
 SESSION 3, 3.2

I .  THE SCRIPTURES

The Scriptures of  the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration of  God, and are the only sufficient, certain and 

authoritative rule of  all saving knowledge, faith and obedience.

II .  GOD

There is but one God, the Maker, Preserver and Ruler of  all things, having in and of  Himself, all perfections, and being 

infinite in them all; and to Him all creatures owe the highest love, reverence and obedience.

III .  THE TRINITY

God is revealed to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit each with distinct personal attributes, but without division of  nature, 

essence or being.

IV. PROVIDENCE

God from eternity, decrees or permits all things that come to pass, and perpetually upholds, directs and governs all creatures 

and all events; yet so as not in any wise to be the author or approver of  sin nor to destroy the free will and responsibility of  

intelligent creatures.



	

V. ELECTION

Election is God’s eternal choice of  some persons unto everlasting life-not because of  foreseen merit in them, but of  His 

mere mercy in Christ-in consequence of  which choice they are called, justified and glorified.

VI.  THE FALL OF MAN

God originally created Man in His own image, and free from sin; but, through the temptation of  Satan, he transgressed 

the command of  God, and fell from his original holiness and righteousness; whereby his posterity inherit a nature 

corrupt and wholly opposed to God and His law, are under condemnation, and as soon as they are capable of  moral 

action, become actual transgressors.

VII.  THE MEDIATOR

Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of  God, is the divinely appointed mediator between God and man. Having taken 

upon Himself  human nature, yet without sin, He perfectly fulfilled the law; suffered and died upon the cross for the 

salvation of  sinners. He was buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended to His Father, at whose right hand He 

ever liveth to make intercession for His people. He is the only Mediator, the Prophet, Priest and King of  the Church, 

and Sovereign of  the Universe.

VIII.  REGENERATION

Regeneration is a change of  heart, wrought by the Holy Spirit, who quickeneth the dead in trespasses and sins 

enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the Word of  God, and renewing their whole nature, so 

that they love and practice holiness. It is a work of  God’s free and special grace alone.

IX. REPENTANCE

Repentance is an evangelical grace, wherein a person being by the Holy Spirit, made sensible of  the manifold evil of  his  

sin, humbleth himself  for it, with godly sorrow, detestation of  it, and self-abhorrence, with a purpose and endeavor to 

walk before God so as to please Him in all things.

X. FAITH

Saving faith is the belief, on God’s authority, of  whatsoever is revealed in His Word concerning Christ; accepting and 

resting upon Him alone for justification and eternal life. It is wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and is 

accompanied by all other saving graces, and leads to a life of  holiness.



	

XI. JUSTIFICATION

Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal of  sinners, who believe in Christ, from all sin, through the satisfaction that 

Christ has made; not for anything wrought in them or done by them; but on account of  the obedience and satisfaction of  

Christ, they receiving and resting on Him and His righteousness by faith.

XII.  SANCTIFICATION

Those who have been regenerated are also sanctified by God’s word and Spirit dwelling in them. This sanctification is 

progressive through the supply of  Divine strength, which all saints seek to obtain, pressing after a heavenly life in cordial 

obedience to all Christ’s commands.

XIII.  PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

Those whom God hath accepted in the Beloved, and sanctified by His Spirit, will never totally nor finally fall away from the 

state of  grace, but shall certainly persevere to the end; and though they may fall through neglect and temptation, into sin, 

whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, bring reproach on the Church, and temporal judgments 

on themselves, yet they shall be renewed again unto repentance, and be kept by the power of  God through faith unto 

salvation.

XIV. THE CHURCH

The Lord Jesus is the head of  the Church, which is composed of  all His true disciples, and in Him is invested supremely all 

power for its government. According to His commandment, Christians are to associate themselves into particular societies 

or churches; and to each of  these churches He hath given needful authority for administering that order, discipline and 

worship which He hath appointed. The regular officers of  a Church are Bishops or Elders, and Deacons.

XV. BAPTISM

Baptism is an ordinance of  the Lord Jesus, obligatory upon every believer, wherein he is immersed in water in the name of  

the Father, and the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit, as a sign of  his fellowship with the death and resurrection of  Christ, of  

remission of  sins, and of  giving himself  up to God, to live and walk in newness of  life. It is prerequisite to church fellowship,  

and to participation in the Lord’s Supper.

XVI. THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of  Jesus Christ, to be administered with the elements of  bread and wine, and to be 

observed by His churches till the end of  the world. It is in no sense a sacrifice, but is designed to commemorate His death, to 

confirm the faith and other graces of  Christians, and to be a bond, pledge and renewal of  their communion with Him, and 

of  their church fellowship.



	

XVII.  THE LORD’S DAY

The Lord’s Day is a Christian institution for regular observance, and should be employed in exercises of  worship and 

spiritual devotion, both public and private, resting from worldly employments and amusements, works of  necessity and mercy 

only excepted.

XVIII.  LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE

God alone is Lord of  the conscience; and He hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of  men, which are in 

anything contrary to His word, or not contained in it. Civil magistrates being ordained of  God, subjection in all lawful things 

commanded by them ought to be yielded by us in the Lord, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.

XIX. THE RESURRECTION

The bodies of  men after death return to dust, but their spirits return immediately to God-the righteous to rest with Him; the 

wicked, to be reserved under darkness to the judgment. At the last day, the bodies of  all the dead, both just and unjust, will be 

raised.

XX. THE JUDGMENT

God hath appointed a day, wherein He will judge the world by Jesus Christ, when every one shall receive according to his 

deeds; the wicked shall go into everlasting punishment; the righteous, into everlasting life.

Note: 

Substantial agreement with this confession is necessary for membership.  If  there are any questions regarding this statement of  faith, 

please feel free to ask questions during the q and a session following this section of  membership class.
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XV. BAPTISM

Baptism is an ordinance of  the Lord Jesus, obligatory upon every 

believer, wherein he is immersed in water in the name of  the Father, and the 

Son, and of  the Holy Spirit, as a sign of  his fellowship with the death and 

resurrection of  Christ, of  remission of  sins, and of  giving himself  up to God, 

to live and walk in newness of  life. It is prerequisite to church fellowship, and 

to participation in the Lord’s Supper.

Baptism
“Go therefore and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  

the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you.  and behold, I am with you always, even to the end of  the age.”  
Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)

a. Follow the ____________ set by Jesus. “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John...” Mark 1:9

b. Because Christ ______________ it.
““Go therefore and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  

the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit,...” Matthew 28:19a (ESV)

c. It illustrates Christ’s 

_________________________________

“Christ died for our sins... He was buried... and He rose again..” 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 

d. It illustrates my ____________ as a 
Christian

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of  the Father, we too might walk in newness of  
life.  For if  we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his.” Romans 6:4-5 (ESV)
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XVI. THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of  Jesus Christ, to be administered 

with the elements of  bread and wine, and to be observed by His churches till 

the end of  the world. It is in no sense a sacrifice, but is designed to 

commemorate His death, to confirm the faith and other graces of  Christians, 

and to be a bond, pledge and renewal of  their communion with Him, and of  

their church fellowship.

The Lord’s Supper
“For I received from the Lord hat I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it, and said, “This is my body which is for you, do this in remembrance of  me.”  In the 
same way also he took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood.  do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  me.”  For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26 (ESV)

a. The Lord’s Supper is a 
________________

“the night he was betrayed took bread...” vs. 23

b. The Lord’s Supper is a _____________
“and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is 

for you, do this in remembrance of  me.” vs. 24

c. The Lord’s Supper is a _____________.
“In the same way also he took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood.” vs. 25

d. The Lord’s Supper is a 
_______________________________ .

       “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.” vs. 26

e. The Lord Supper is for 
____________________ .

“For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 
judgment on himself.” 1 Corinthians 11:19 (ESV)
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Q and A concerning the Gospel, Doctrine, and Sacraments.
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4.1 Becoming a Member of Mountain 
Community Fellowship

As David Platt, the author of  
Radical reminds us, the church is God’s 
plan “A”, and there is no plan “B”.  
How important is the church of  the 
living God?  So important that Jesus 
hangs the entire mission on this one 
group of  individuals who have messy 
lives, and who daily need His mercy and 
grace.  Other than the church being 
essential to God’s mission, there are 
many other reasons to consider joining 
this, or another bible based fellowship.

First, it’s simply biblical.  Ephesians 
reminds us that “Christ loved the 
church and gave himself  for it.”  If  
Christ is willing to die for something, 
shouldn’t we consider it more than 
marginally important to our lives?  
Christ didn’t die for a building, but he 
died to secure salvation for a group of  
people that the bible calls “the called 
out ones”... the church.

Secondly, the church is God’s 
antidote to the culture.  Everything in 
our society is based  upon satisfying our 
own desires.  The idea of  unselfish 
devotion to something bigger than us is 
a counter-cultural idea.  Jesus calls us to 
be counter- cultural in real and 
substantial ways.  

Thirdly, being a part of  the church 
defines who you can count on in times 
of  difficulty.  In fact, this is one of  the 
most powerful witnesses of  the church - 
to be a support and a provider of  
strength in the storms of  our lives.  
Membership to the church identifies our 
family, and helps us to find brothers or 
sisters that we can serve and brothers 
and sisters that may be able to serve us.

Finally, it produces spiritual 
growth.  The Word of  God says that we 
are to be accountable to other believers 
for spiritual growth.  Being a member of 
a church family helps us to follow Jesus 
more closely and with more passion.  It 
helps us to know that there are others 
who desire to see us move closer to God 
than where we are at today.  

As a family of  believers we take 
seriously the idea that we are in 
covenant with one another.  This simply 
means that we are all responsible to 
each other in every area of  our lives.  
Personal holiness, practical serving, and 
biblical teaching are all things that effect 
the whole church, and things in which 
we seek to keep one another on the right 
track.  We invite you to consider joining 
with us to covenant together that we 
might walk closer with God and join 
Him on his mission to redeem the lives 
of  others.

We invite you to consider joining in 
membership with Mountain 
Community Fellowship through the 
following requirements:

a. A credible profession of  faith.
b. A biblical baptism
c. A completion of  membership    
class.
d.  The signing of  the church 
covenant.

BECOMING A 
MEMBER

3.1
BECOMING A MEMBER 
OF MOUNTAIN 
COMMUNITY 
FELLOWSHIP

3.2
STATEMENTS
Essentials of Membership

3.3
PRACTICE
What does it look like to 
participate in this fellowship?

3.4
TESTIMONY
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XIV. THE CHURCH

The Lord Jesus is the head of  the Church, which is composed of  all His 

true disciples, and in Him is invested supremely all power for its government. 

According to His commandment, Christians are to associate themselves into 

particular societies or churches; and to each of  these churches He hath given 

needful authority for administering that order, discipline and worship which 

He hath appointed. The regular officers of  a Church are Bishops or Elders, 

and Deacons.

1. A __________ Profession of Faith Have you trusted in Christ alone, by His grace alone for your salvation?

2.  A ___________ Baptism “Those who believed  and accepted his message were baptized..” Acts 2:41
“Simon himself  believed and was baptized...” Acts 8:13
“But when they believed PHilip as he preached the Good News... and the name 

of  Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” Acts 8:12

a. ______________ baptism
Every single instance of  baptism in the bible is the baptism of  a saved individual 

acting on their own accord to receive the sacrament of  baptism.

b. Baptism is by_________________
“I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the 

mystery signifies.” - Martin Luther (Lutheran)
“The word baptize signifies to immerse.  It is certain that immersion was the practice of  the 

ancient church.” - John Calvin (Reformed, Presbyterian)

3. Completion of___________________ “According to His commandment, Christians are to associate themselves into particular societies or 
churches; and to each of  these churches He hath given needful authority for administering that order, 
discipline and worship which He hath appointed.” - Abtract of  Principles, XIV

4. Signing the_______________________
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                               Covenant of  Mountain Community Fellowship

Having, as we trust, been brought by divine grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to give up ourselves to 

him, and having been baptized upon our profession of  faith, in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, we do now, relying on His gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully renew our covenant with each other.

We will walk together in brotherly love, as fitting the members of  a Christian Church, exercise an affectionate care and 

watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and entreat one another as occasion may require.  ________

We will not forsake the assembling of  ourselves together, nor neglect to pray for ourselves and others.  _______

We will endeavor to bring up such as may at any time be under our care, in the nurture and admonition of  the Lord, and 

by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of  our family and friends.  _______

We will seek, by Divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and remembering that, as 

we have been voluntarily buried by baptism and raised again from the symbolic grave, so there is on us a special obligation 

now to lead a new and holy life.  ______

We will work together for a faithful evangelical ministry in this church, as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and 

doctrines. We will contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of  the ministry, the expenses of  the church, and the 

spread of  the Gospel through all nations.  ______

We will live for the glory of  God, committing our life to an authentic Christian faith that involves fulfilling the five 

purposes of  membership at Mountain Community Fellowship.  ______

When and where we fail we will gracefully submit ourselves to the instruction of  God’s Word and the congregation in 

order to be restored to a holy and upright walk with God.   ______

May the grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.                                                                              

Signed: .................................................................
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Q and A concerning membership requirements, and responsibilities.
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